
Dear Parents, 
We have had a fantastic 
term so far and I wanted to 
share with you some of our 
learning and how proud as a 
school we are of our pupils. 
The children have continued 
to amaze me with the 

progress they make in every lesson, every day and 
every week – every second matters!

We have continued to embed our knowledge of 
the TASC wheel which we base our curriculum 
on. TASC stands for ‘Thinking Actively in a Social 
Context’. This is an approach which can be used 
when planning, to create experiences that will 
challenge and engage students – making links 
with social learning theories such as Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development. Students across 
the school have learnt how to be an expert Historian visiting museums, having experts in to talk to 
them and applying their skills they have learnt in a number of ways. EYFS and KS1 are applying their 
knowledge through their Toy Museum, Year 3&4 have taken parents on a Redcoat tour of Exeter and 
Year 5&6 have designed a real-life DK book display.  

The meta-cognition skill we have 
taught this term has been reflection. 
Children have started to apply their 
skills to their work, experiences and 
importantly plan how to improve as a 
learner. This will be our focus for the 
second part of Spring and the  
summer tern. 

Finally, I would like to thank staff, 
families and our wider school 
community for the support you 
showed during our OFSTED inspection. 
I am eagerly waiting for the final letter 
so that I can send it out to you all. 

I hope you have a lovely half-term and 
enjoy the time with your families,

Best wishes,

William Jaworski
Headteacher
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World Book Day 

7th March
World Book Day is a registered charity on 
a mission to give every child and young 
person a book of their own. It’s also a  
celebration of authors, illustrators, books 
and (most importantly) it’s a celebration of 
reading. In fact, it’s the biggest celebration 
of its kind, designated by  UNESCO  as 
a worldwide celebration of books and 
reading, and marked in over 100 countries 
all over the world.

There are going to many activities 
throughout the day:

Children dress up  –  Pupils come to 
school as their favourite book character

Roald Dahl themed staff dress up – 
Will we be better dressed than the pupils?!

‘Extreme Reading’ challenge –  
Children to bring in photos of themselves 
reading in ‘extreme’ places (within reason!) 
e.g. outside, on holiday etc

Swap shop for books

● Email : admin@redhills.devon.sch.uk ● Telephone : 01392 255555 

House Groups
Congratulations to Green House Group  
who won the most house points.  
Who will win this term?

Red 
100

Green 
128

Blue 

102
Yellow 

104

academy for character and excellence

Kitchen and Mrs  Fairchild 
With the end of term approaching you should see a tasty new menu 
being sent home for next term! Including a “build your own pasta pot 
day”, the children’s favourites - chicken nuggets and the introduction 
of reduced sugar dessert alternatives. We have introduced a Tuck 
Shop which has been doing incredibly well and the children appear 
to be enjoying the challenge of running it. Our new salad bar has 
been improved with lots of variety to choose from including fresh 
bread, fruit and vegetables – if you have any suggestions of what we 
could include let me know! 

In the Christmas term we saw the introduction of our new Health 
Heroes and Waste Warriors in the dinner hall. The children had to 
apply and go through a gruelling application process! Our Health 
Heroes are there to encourage and motivate others to try new foods 
from our salad bar or from their own plates. Our Waste Warriors are 
dedicated to keeping the hall looking fantastic and fresh! These roles 
are helping the pupils take responsibility for their school dining 
experience. If you have any other suggestions or improvements to 
our menu tell us! Our aim is for everyone to have a healthy school 
dinner every day – what would you like to try?

Timetables Rockstar

Dates for your diary 
World Book Day 
Thursday 7th March  
Dress as your favourite book character

Red Nose Day
Friday 15th March 
Wear something red or spotty

FORS 
Easter Raffle - Thursday 4th April
Summer Picnic- 10th May
Summer Fair - 5th July
Summer Disco - 19th July 



Uniform 
Thank you for making such an effort with 
the pupils’ uniform we have seen a marked 
difference this term. As a reminder, I have 
attached the uniform policy for all. Please can 
you also ensure that children come to school 
with a suitable coat now that the weather is 
getting cold and wet.

WINTER UNIFORM
Red school sweatshirt with our logo
White polo shirt with our logo
Red fleece with our logo (outdoor wear only)

Red cardigan with our logo
Grey or black trousers or shorts
Grey or black skirt or pinafore
Grey or white socks
Grey, red or white tights
All black shoes with non marking soles  
(laces or soles) No boots

SUMMER UNIFORM
Red and white check dress
White polo shirt with our logo
Grey or black shorts

PE KITS
White t-shirt with our logo
White, black or red shorts
Black plimsolls or trainers  
(In winter children may wear jogging trousers

JEWELLERY & APPEARANCE
Stud earrings (one pair only)

No rings, bracelets or necklaces
No make-up or nail varnish
No transfers/tattoos
No extreme hair cuts/styles
Natural hair colours only
Hair to be tied back (if shoulder length or longer)

We have iron on logo badges available from 
the school office for £1.50 each

We ask that all uniform is clearly labelled please

You can purchase our logo uniform from either:

Thomas Moore’s in Fore Street, Exeter
http://www.thomasmooretoymaster.com/
school-uniform-1-c.asp
or
Tesco uniform online  
https://www.tesco.com/direct/clothing-
accessories/school-uniform/cat38460033.cat

Spring Term:  
Half Term – Monday 18th – Friday 22nd February  
School returns – Monday 25th February  
Last day of term – Friday 5th April

Summer Term:  
First day of term – Wednesday 24th April  
Bank holiday – Monday 6th May  
Half term – Monday 27th May – Wednesday 5th June  
School returns – Thursday 6th June  
Last day of term – Tuesday 23rd July 
Non pupil days – Mon 3rd, Tues 4th & Wed 5th June.

The  Exwick Ark
At after school club we have been 
creating marble runs, making our 
own smoothies, playing games 
outside, playing twister and taking 
part in cafe role play. We are now 
taking bookings for Easter and have 
a few spaces left for February half 
term. For more details please see our 
Facebook page or contact Sharon on 
sharonp@exwickark.co.uk

Our children returned after the Christmas break  
with enthusiasm and we were pleased to welcome 
several new families to the setting.  Our themes this 
term have been varied, but the children have particularly 
enjoyed taking part in Chinese New Year celebrations 
where they learned about the naming of the animals 
for the first Chinese New Year, investigated noodles and 
chop sticks and created Lucky Money Pockets filled with 
chocolate coins. 
We were also very lucky to have been given an extra 
room for the children to share books in and to create 
a quiet space within the setting.  Our children have 
thoroughly enjoyed the shared song time sessions 
with Miss Griffin’s class recently which we will repeat 
periodically and moving forward, we are looking forward 
to spring and summer when we will work even more 
closely with school to create a wonderful transition 
period for the children who will be leaving us in July to 
start full time education at Redhills Primary in September.

Redhills  
Pre-School

Name Reg Attendance (%)

Ella PINE 100

Grayce SYCAMORE 100

Amber-Lee CYPRESS 100

Emily CEDAR 100

Melissa MAPLE 100

Jayden BIRCH 100

Mia CHESTNUT 100

Ian CHESTNUT 100

Rachel SYCAMORE 100

Jacob ELM 100

Alfie PINE 100

Evie SYCAMORE 100

Hannah CHESTNUT 100

Sebastian PINE 100

Austin PINE 100

Amy SYCAMORE 100

Sophia CEDAR 100

Bradley CYPRESS 100

Mason OAK 100

Thomas ELM 100

Bartosz SYCAMORE 100

Alex SYCAMORE 100

Charlie OAK 100

Leona MAPLE 100

Samuel CHESTNUT 100

Andrey CEDAR 100

Olivia SYCAMORE 100

Lewis CHESTNUT 100

Conner MAPLE 100

Timothy SYCAMORE 100

Xanthe CEDAR 100

Abigail OAK 100

ATTENDANCE FROM START 
OF TERM UNTIL 06.02.19 
Currently 33 children have 100% attendance:

Top 5   
Sycamore – 97.85%
Cedar – 96.59%
Cypress – 96.54%
Pine – 96.01%
Chestnut – 95.9% 
Whole school     95.7%

Total teaching time lost to children coming in late =  
7522 minutes/125.36 hours since the start of October



Maths
Use of the Concrete, Pictorial and Abstract (CPA) 
Model of learning is being constantly redefined here 

at Redhills to enable 
our pupils to fully 
understand and master 
the maths concepts that 
we are teaching.

It is important to 
understand that this 
model is not linear and 
that manipulatives are 

not just used for those children who are struggling to 
understand mathematical concepts. Even when a pupil 
has worked out the answer using an abstract method, 
we may ask them to use concrete manipulatives to 
convince others that they are correct.

We believe that real mathematicians do not use 
fix ‘tricks’ in order to work efficiently but instead, 
they use this embedded model to reveal their 
mathematical thinking. The use of this model 
encourages and enables our children to become 
independent thinkers as they can apply it to various 
reasoning questions. 

Concrete
When starting a new concept, our children are presented 
with the concrete apparatus in order to make the maths 
‘real’. This then supports our pupils to make sense of the 
maths rather than dealing with ideas that are abstract.

Pictorial
As children at Redhills gain understanding of a concept 
through using concrete materials, they move into using 
pictorial resources to support them moving away from 
using concrete resources. The pictorial aspect of this 
model is a vital step for enabling all our pupils to move 
from concrete maths to abstract maths. It includes 
pictures and diagrams of resources that our pupils are 
familiar with.

Abstract
Once we believe our pupils have mastered maths 
concepts through using concrete and pictorial resources 
we move into the abstract. Yet, even when working 
abstractly in maths, our pupils always have access to 
concrete and pictorial resources to support them.

Name Number of words read
Lou-Lou K 1,207,947
Hannah F 643,446
Rachel D 536,636
Christina C 535,106
Emily R 496,668
Hal C 434,721
Isla G 404,181
Lola Anne H 365,197
Evelyn R 346,657
Andrey N 306,751

top 10

Way back at the start of November, we decided to 
embark on an ambitious project to collect as many 
Foodbank donations as possible to help ensure 
nobody in Exeter need go hungry this Christmas. 

We decided to carry out a reverse advent calendar  
and accepted food donations for the 24 days leading  
up to the last day of term. The response we had from 
parents/staff /carers/families etc was staggering, and 
we were able to fill our 24 boxes until they were 
overflowing with food donations. 

We were able to boost our collection with a Tesco 
shop for £150 from donations for the school play. 
FORS also played a large part in supporting the 
project with generous donations and collections.

A year 6 team of girls Shannon,Kaytie-Sue, Miya and 
Emily worked tirelessly every lunch time, collecting 
donations from class rooms, keeping the boxes tidy 
and reminding staff and visitors about our collections. 
Our KS1 Student Olivia Godbeer, also provided us 
with valuable help, particular in sorting out all our 
donations to ensure they were in date and packaging 
wasn’t ripped. 

Every class learned about the reasons behind the 
Foodbank and how vital it is to our community. 
We were able to tie this into the true meaning of 
Christmas, the empathy and understanding our 
children had for this project was heart-warming.

On the last day of term Steve Godbeer (Exeter 
Foodbank champion!) came to collect our incredible 
collection of food and had to call in extra help as we 
ran out of space in his van and needed an extra car! 

The Food weighed in at an amazing 84 stone!!

We know that the Exeter Foodbank provides a lifeline 
to so many of our families and many of you told me 
how keen you were to donate (however small) as they 
have  always been there to provide support and help in 
times of need. 

From Exeter Foodbank and  the Exeter community,  
I would like to say a massive heartfelt thank you to 
everyone that supported our project so generously,  
I think we all felt genuinely overwhelmed with  
the response. 

Please remember, Exeter Foodbank is there to support 
anyone who may need some help to feed themselves 
or their family. If you require a Foodbank voucher (this 
is non means tested and completely confidential)
please ask to speak to me. 

On behalf of the Redhills Foodbank team  
THANK YOU!!

Claire Kelley (Safe guarding Officer)



Year 5&6
What an amazing half term year 5 and 6 have had! 
The children have really immersed themselves in the 
creative curriculum this half term and they are all able 
to answer the enquiry question, ‘What did the Romans 
do for Exeter?’ in extensive detail and on a range of 
specialised subjects. Their huge wealth of knowledge 
is exemplified in their wonderful books and the very 
impressive final outcome, which will be revealed  
very soon. 

The children began their journey by analysing 
the three main strands that they were going to be 
gathering information on: 

1) The skills needed to be a successful historian;

2) Creating a final DK-style board;

3) Writing a biography about a famous Roman

By completing a KWL grid, it was shown what the 
children already knew about this area of the history 
curriculum and it gave them time to consider what 
they wanted to find out. In order to find out this 
information, they knew they had to be keen historians 
so they noted down in a ripple effect chart, which 
key skills historians needed to be successful in their 
role. Finally, they began gathering information about 
famous Romans. 

The ‘gather’ stage of the task wheel is essential 
as this gave the children an opportunity to collect 

as much information 
as possible about the 
wider question. Visits to 
Exeter’s Underground 
Passages and RAMM 
Museum provided 
children with lots of 
general information about 
the Romans and their 
presence in Exeter.  A visit 
from a historian based at 
Exeter University focused 
the children’s minds on 

the specific skills that they needed to acquire in order 
to move their learning forward. 

Following this stage, the children knew they needed 
to narrow their information down to specific areas 
so they ‘identified’ which specialised subjects they 

Year 3 & 4
As part of our Learning Journey, year 3 and 4 
have been answering the question ‘What did the 
Romans do for Exeter?’ Our main outcome was 
to create and present our own Redhills Roman 
Tour of the Roman wall in Exeter. 

We started our Journey by finding out what a 
historian is and what they do. We visited Exeter 
Museum and looked at the Roman display 
of artefacts, including thinking about how 
Historians came to discover and find out the 
purpose and use of objects from a long time ago 
(2000 years!). That same week a REAL Historian 
visited us from Exeter University (Catherine). 
She taught us the skills that we needed. She told 
us to be detectives! Therefore, that is just what 
we did…

We used our detective skills to learn all about 
Romans. We learnt how the Romans came to 
invade Britain and eventually how they built 
a Roman settlement in Exeter. The Romans 
brought many new things to Exeter and Britain - 
including toilets and Roman baths. 

Did you know? Under the Cathedral green is a 
Roman Bathhouse. 

We had a Roman tour by our friends the Exeter 
Red Coats. We started at the Cathedral and 
walked around the Roman wall to Northernhay 
Gardens. We had a fantastic couple of days, even 
though it was a bit chilly!

After we had gathered all of our information 
and facts about the Romans and Exeter. We 
were ready to put it together into our very own 
Redhills Roman Tour. This was a scary prospect 
for many of our children (and adults!) so we had 
to get some help. Liz, a Red Coats tour guide, 
came to visit us at school. She gave us some tips 
and ideas on how to be the BEST tour guide. We 
then had to plan and practise our tour in small 
groups. We created leaflets to support our tour 
and to give to our adults. 

The tours were fantastic and we would like  
to thank all of the children and adults who  
came to support and make the tours such a 
fantastic success!

Reception / Year 1 & 2

For our Creative Curriculum, the Reception, Year One and 
Year Two children have been exploring one of two questions:

How has technology changed the  
way children play? 

How has technology changed children’s toys?
To find out how to discover the answers to these questions, 
the children first had to find out what a historian did, and 
what skills they needed to be able to find out about the past. 
They decided that historians needed to be able to examine 
and observe a range of sources, and piece together the 
information that these sources told us. They also need to be 
able to organise what they find out, ask questions and make 
links with things they already know.  
Over the next four weeks the children took on the role of 
historians. First an expert on the history of children’s toys 
visited us at school, bringing lots of children’s toys with 
her. Some were almost 100 years old, and others were from 
the 1950s and 1960s – around the time of many children’s 
grandparents’ childhood. We learned about the materials 
used to make toys, and who was likely to have played with 
them. We had a great time playing with some of the toys Mrs 
Clark brought to school.
We were also fortunate enough to be able to borrow a 
box of toys from the 1950s and 1960s from the Tiverton 
Museum. Children have been able to use their developing 
investigation and observation skills to learn from artefacts 
themselves.  Then all classes visited the museum in Tiverton 
and became museum curators, learning how to decide 
which era a toy came from because of its material and 
technology, and handling and observing more artefacts 
from the past to build up an overall understanding of the 
way toys had changed. They learned that plastic was first 
used to make toys 50-60 years ago, and that technology 
in toys has become more and more complicated in recent 
times, whereas toys 100 years ago needed very little, if any 
technology to make them work.
We decided to share the children’s expertise by them 
creating their own Museum of Toys and Technology. The 
children learned that museums show their artefacts with 
written information and lots of pictures as well, so have used 
this to help them create their own museum at school.  They 
are looking forward to opening the museum to their visitors, 
and sharing all they have learned about the way toys and 
play have changed over the past 100 years.

wanted to research further. 
These included topics such 
as: clothing, day-to-day life, 
geography and emperors. The 
children therefore knew what 
their final outcome, DK-style 
board, would be based on. 
Alongside this, the children in 
year 6 also identified which 
famous Roman they would be 
writing a biography about. 

Now that they knew this, 
the children had to ‘gather’ 
specific information on 
both their specialised subject and the famous Roman 
that they would be writing about. They did this by 
reflecting on their previous trips, using internet and 
book resources and by drawing upon and extending any 
previous knowledge. Yet again, they needed to ‘decide’ 
which pieces of information were of prime importance 
before implementing them.

Throughout the whole 
experience, ‘butterflying’ 
was a key aspect of the 
children’s learning. This 
process allowed the children 
to continually edit and 
improve their existing piece 
of work in order to make 
it the best that it can be. 
The year 5’s and 6’s have 
really benefitted from this 
as it has given the children 
the confidence to have a 

go, knowing that they will be given the opportunity to 
develop their work. 

On Thursday 14th February, the children will be 
showcasing their work during a Roman Exhibition in the 
school hall. Here, the children will act as experts as they 
lead their visitors around the museum, discussing their 
Roman DK-style boards. The children are so excited to 
see the final outcome of these as the work they have 
put into the project has been very impressive!

Finally, the children will reflect, as they have 
throughout the enquiry, on their learning experience in 
order to continually drive improvement. 

Sunday Science  Club - Paper  Capers
2 hours hands-on fun & learning February 17th  
1-3pm at Exeter Library

• Paper secrets - chromatography
• Paper magic - magic flowers activity
• Paper engineer - build toys from paper (take home)
• Strong paper - an engineering challenge to build with (only) paper

Booking is essential  
https://sciencedipity.co.uk/exeter-scienceworkshops/
or call/text  07847006048.
Suitable for all primary school-aged children, drop  
off workshop (but adults are welcome to stay).
Under 5s are welcome but must be accompanied  
by their grown-up.
£20 per child which includes all resources,  
take homes & refreshments.

Paper Capers is worth 2 points towards the British Science Association’s Superstar CREST Award


